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the position of the observers. In nearly every case in which the
location of the noises is described, they are separated from the
observers by one wall or ceiling: in a very few cases there may be
more than one wall intervening (Visits 10 and 12), and in one
case noises were produced in the room in which the observers
were situated (Visit 12). No simple relation of this kind seems
to hold for the few noises arising in the grounds of the Rectory
or the summer-house (Visit 25). It is also apparent from the
various accounts that the noises are heard more especially when
the observers are in the sewing-room (Visits 2, 4, 6, and 12, for
example) or very near to it (e.g.. Visits 10 and 18). It is very
unusual for noises to be noted when the observers are moving
about in the ruins.
Turning next to the visual phenomena, it must be noted that
even the occurrence of the happenings is not beyond doubt.
Only six cases arise: two luminous patches of light on the walls,
each of short duration (Visits 2 and 4); one black shape or dark
outline (Visit 2); one whitish object crossing the lawn (Visit 12);
one white shape at the base of a tree (Visit 14); and one indistinct
light (Visit 22). The first four of these appearances were noted
by one observer only, and then only under rather unsatisfactory
conditions and for only a brief instant; it therefore seems best to
attach little weight to these observations. The last two visual
appearances, being of longer duration and perceived by two
observers, are more difficult to explain away. However, it is
difficult to draw any conclusions from these shapes and lights.
It is desirable that further cases should be investigated. The
fundamental question as to whether the visual appearances
described in cases of haunting are subjective or not seems to be
not at all clear from evidence at present available, although this
is clearly a most important fact requiring to be established in the
study of such phenomena.
During the whole of this investigation of the Rectory only one
possible case of the displacement of an object was noticed
(Visit 20), and this might have arisen in several normal ways.
Although certain of the auditory phenomena resemble the effects
usually ascribed to Poltergeist activity, the more specific Polter-